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What About Firearm
Regulations?
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Municipal governments are responsible to their communi-
ties for the safe and proper use of firearms and bows. Section
8 (5) of the Community Charter provides the authority for

municipalities and cities to regulate or prohibit the discharge
of firearms. All Fraser Valley cities and municipalities have

bylaws of this type.

Discharge of Firearms bylaws in the Fraser Valley are in most

developed in cooperation with local discharge of fire-

cases
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some local governments include
's Department.
ife and environmental offences

Also,
discharge of firearms using single projectiles in their bylaws.

Please refer to specific bylaws at Clerk
Idi

Wi

, BC Ministry of Forests, representatives

organizations, landowners, and local residents.

R.C.M.P. and local bylaw enforcement officers
at 1-877-952-7277 (RAPP).

have the authority to enforce local firearm bylaws. When
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Some cities and municipalities include bows in their defini-
aware of infractions, provincial conservation officers will pass
the necessary information on to the appropriate enforce-
ment agency for prosecution. A person found guilty of an
infraction of a municipal bylaw is liable to a fine of up to
$2,000 or six months imprisonment.

Most cities and municipalities have, over the years, made
amendments to their bylaws. There are small but significant
differences in various discharge of firearms bylaws. This bro-
chure is a general guide to all bylaws but current discharge
of firearms bylaws are themselves the final authority in these
matters. If you plan to hunt in an area, it is recommended
that you obtain a copy of the relevant discharge of firearms
Local discharge of firearms bylaws DO NOT regulate hunting
The Wildlife Act and the Migratory Birds Convention Act regu-
late hunting and the control of wildlife conflicts. The provi-
sions of these Acts apply everywhere in the Province, includ-
ing areas covered by local discharge of firearms bylaws.

All firearms regulations outside of cities and municipalities
are made under the Wildlife Act. The penalties under the
Wildlife Act are substantially greater than penalties under
local Discharge of Firearms bylaws.
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www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/recreation/fishing-hunting/hunting/regulations
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Hunting by Permission, Richmond

All of the upland area of Richmond is closed to the discharge of firearms, except
properties which are part of the Hunting by Permission Program. The program has
the involvement and support of the Ministry of Forests, private landowners and the
City of Richmond. Hunters must have a valid Hunting by Permission pass obtained
from the Richmond Rod and Gun Club to hunt on private land in Richmond. The
number of hunters that can be accommodated is very limited. Passes are limited.
Passes are distributed on a first-come/served basis at the Richmond Rod and
Gun Club’s monthly general meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of
the month starting in September.

RICHMOND ROD AND GUN CLUB

Mailing Address Street Address
P.O.Box 26551 7891 Cambie Road
Blundell Centre Post Office Richmond, BC
Richmond, BC V7C 5M9 (Cambie at River Road)

The Club charges a nominal administration fee for these passes

Without the efforts of the Richmond Rod and Gun Club, public hunting on the private
agricultural lands of Richmond could be eliminated entirely. This program has the
support of hunters who want to see a stabilization or increase of hunting opportunities
in the Lower Mainland.

Club issuance of a pass is no guarantee that the landowner will grant permission to
hunt. Hunters who do not behave in an appropriate manner, or who break the law,
will have their passes cancelled. They will not be issued another pass for one to two
years from the time they surrender their pass to a member of the Club executive.
Insurance for hunting in Richmond must be at $5,000,000.

BC Ministry of Forests reminds all users that mutual respect of every individual’s
right to use and appreciate the common wildlife resource must be acknowledged
and protected. This is a primary goal of the Wildlife Program.

Please contact Richmond’s Clerk’s Office (604) 276-4000 for details about exact
boundary locations.

Discharge of Firearms bylaws are enforced ONLY by Bylaw Enforcement Officers
and local police departments (R.C.M.P.) and NOT by Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy (MoECCS) or by officers of Environment and Climate
Change Canada, (CWS).

Special Notes: Agriculturally Zoned Lands

For those cities and municipalities that do not permit general discharge of firearms for
hunting, i.e. there are no white coloured areas shown on the map for their jurisdiction
(e.g. Surrey, Langley), agriculturally zoned lands have been depicted as shaded
“agriculturally zoned” (see legend). The maps show the fundamental difference
between areas closed by discharge of firearms bylaws for public safety (coloured red)
and areas open to discharge of firearms for protection of crops, livestock and agricultural
lands (see legend). Agriculturally zoned lands have been separated on these maps to
provide an accurate reference for areas where crop and agricultural lands protection
activities (e.g. hunting) can be expected. This provision will also increase confidence
for the public, landowners, farmers, wildlife managers, and law enforcement agencies
about both discharge of firearms and hunting boundaries.

Agriculturally zoned lands are not shown for any white coloured (open) areas that are
open year-round for general discharge of firearms and hunting.

Landowners, farming lessees and their agents may discharge firearms, providing lawful
and safe methods are used as a part of,“normally accepted agricultural and horticultural
business practices” (as defined in the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Ac®). It is
the discretion of landowners and farmers that crop protection and solutions to wildlife
conflicts are required.

Farmers who require crop protection services during waterfowl hunting seasons
between September and March may use hunting methods to control crop depredation.
These methods include hunting by the public as a service to farmers. Migratory Bird
Damage Permits (MBDPs) issued by Environment and Climate Change Canada(EC(()are
available during periods when hunting methods cannot be used by farmers and their
agents to protect crops, livestock and agricultural lands (almost exclusively spring and
summer), or if specific conditions or situations exist during hunting seasons. MBDP are
meant only for short duration, site specific problems where few birds are harvested by
selected shooters only in areas of demonstrated existing crop damage and agricultural
loss.

Waterfowl population numbers, distribution, diversity of species and behaviour in the
Fraser Lowlands are totally different during fall/winter migration and wintering seasons
than for spring and summer resident populations. There are about 750,000 waterfowl
that either winter here or use critical Fraser Lowland habitats (including agricultural
lands) as a migratory stop over. These numbers are increasing for species such as
Snow Geese which have recently reached a wintering population of about 100,000
(usually the population is about 45,000). The fall and winter waterfowl populations
of grazing ducks (Wigeon), migrant and wintering Canada Geese and Cackling Geese
and wintering Snow Geese magnify the year-round crop damage and other wildlife
conflicts caused by 20,000+ resident Canada Geese, Cackling Geese and other wildlife
species in the Lower Mainland.

There is a correlation between viability/sustainability of “normal farming practices”
that are vital to soil-based agriculture in the Fraser Lowlands and the use of hunting
methods to control waterfowl numbers, behaviour and distribution on these soil-based
agricultural farm lands. Waterfowl hunting methods and harvest are a critical element
of the economic viability of farming. Hunting remains the single most effective and cost
efficient waterfowl management tool available to both federal and provincial wildlife
management agencies.

Municipal discharge of firearms bylaws are enforced ONLY by Bylaw Enforcement
Officers and local police departments; NOT by BC Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy or by Environment and Climate Change Canada, (CWS).

Pitt Addington Marsh Wildlife Management Area

Shooting (shotguns with shot only) is permitted for WATERFOWL ONLY on Saturdays,
Sundays and Wednesdays during the regular hunting season only in those parts of
Pitt Wildlife Management Area shown coloured in white. Dykes bordering the No
Hunting or No Shooting Areas are also closed to hunting or shooting. The regulations
for the Pitt Wildlife Management Area extend to the low-water mark.

City of Delta — Target Shooting

Discharge of Firearms By-law 2155, Section 11.1 Dykes and Littering states the following:
This section applies to any dyke and foreshore adjacent to a dyke in the City, except

a private dyke, and adjacent foreshore on Westham Island.

(a) No person shall discharge a firearm while on a dyke or between a foreshore dyke and
the highwater mark of the adjacent foreshore for any purpose including but not limited to
target shooting, shooting practice .or hunting unless, in the case of hunting, it is during the
period of the year when the hunting of wildlife or waterfowl is authorized as described in
Section 9. (b) Any person using a dyke or foreshore shall collect and retain any expended
shells, casings and litter of any kind associated with the person using the area described in
this section; or any area of the Municipality where the discharge of a firearm is authorized.

NOTICE: Wrangel Island Show Goose

An international Flyway management strategy for the population of Snow Geese
wintering on the Fraser and Skagit deltas states that if the 3-year average adult
segment of the population is greater than 70K, regulations will be adjusted to increase
harvest rate. If that average is less than 30K adults, hunting will be closed. The effects of
harvest will be monitored through mid-winter abundance and productivity counts and
annually reviewed based on the cumulative 3-year average size of the mid-winter
population in the Fraser-Skagit area.

DOGS OFF-LEASH IN WMAs (See text boxes)

Amendments to Section 4, Wildlife Act, Wildlife Management Area Use and Access
Regulation, (B.C. Reg. 24/2015), will help address growing public use pressures on
conservation lands. These changes prohibit camping, campfires and off-leash dogs
within the 11 South Coast Region Wildlife Management Areas. Dogs can be a significant
disturbance to wildlife, especially migratory birds. These public use regulations do not
apply to either Aboriginal title, traditional Aboriginal uses and practices across the
landscape, or to use of dogs for lawful hunting activities.
Dogs must be on leash in designated wildlife management areas
4 (1) A person commits an offence if the person enters a wildlife management area
described in Schedule 4 with a dog that is not
(a) under the direct control of a person, and
(b) restrained by a leash not longer than 2 metres.
(2) This section does not apply to a person who enters the wildlife management
area in order to engage in lawful hunting.
www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/recreation/fishing-hunting/hunting/regulations-synopsis

PACK OUT WHAT YOU PACKIN

Hunters and shooter, please pick up spent cartridges and remove them for

proper disposal. Litter is damaging to the environment, to crops and
agricultural lands, and to wildlife.

LEGEND

- Discharge of Firearms prohibited by Municipal/City By-law
I:I Discharge of Firearms prohibited by other agencies and institutions

Z Hunting by permission only (Richmond)

I:I Indian Reserves - These lands are private and are closed to public ———— e

access. Please check with individual Band Councils for permission.
Note not all L.R.s in the Fraser Valley are shown on these maps.

Agriculturally zoned lands. Discharge of firearms permitted year-round

to protect crops, livestock and farm lands. During hunting season,

lawful hunting methods may be used; however, during spring and summer
specific permits are required.

See section: SPECIAL NOTE FOR AGRICULTURALLY ZONED LANDS.

Note: Boundaries of all areas of the - “Discharge of firearms using shotguns with shot only is permitted
No discharge of Firearms toward shore “z PAMWMA west of RannieRoadand . _s—ememsmi T within the Pitt Addinaton Marsh Wildlife Management Area {PAM-
m 4 WHITE WING TIPS BLACKWINGTIPS the West Compartment dyke extend f 9 gd d { d
- into the Pitt River below the low water WMA) for WATERFOWL HUNTING ONLY on Saturdays, Sundays, an
. N mark elevation at low tide. This Wednesdays during general open waterfowl hunting season only in
ﬁ e crfirearms permited closure also includes Pitt Lake dyke those port)i,ons of ’?hg PAMWMpA shown with RED D?AGONAL LII\)l/ES
and Addington foreshore marsh :
o o ality/City bound ZLONG NECK dykes. Addington Point Marsh is Internal dykes bordering NO HUNTING, or NO SHOOTING Areas are
District Municipality/City boundary part of the PAMWMA.
NN also CLOSED TO HUNTING and SHOOTING. The PAMWMA western
N Use of Shotgun with Shot only permitted “ boundary extends beyond the low water mark into the Pitt River for
* No person shall use lead shot for any purpose, INCLUDING AN 9| cormeserve . . . _
TARGET SHOOTING, when clscharging a freasmm on any cyke SNOW GEESE oo ofshotguns withshot oty its entire Iength. See pletalled map of the PAMWMA. Non perma'nent
the water side (seaward or river side) of any dyke i the SWANS Immature snow geese are Wed, Sat, Sun only. waterfowl| hunting blinds are allowed on WMA lands if and only if the
Municipality of Delta, including Westham Island, foresh , . .
dinI?;Fé?nI;yMoudEa; g‘:ul:,égg,B:;ofg;e?:w:;zny oresnore Are commonly seen in smal often grey-coloured. blinds are removed at the end of each hunting day. See HUNTING
low flying flocks, immature BLINDS message box for more details.”
swans are often grey-coloured.

Pitt Addington Marsh Wildlife Management Area

BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET: (PAMWMA)

Under the Trespass Act, it is illegal to access private land without the consent of the landowner. Indian Reserves
are private land. Permission must be obtained from the landowners in order to access these lands.
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